Major activities of Department of Defence for the month of January, 2018

International Cooperation

(1) Raksha Mantri held the bilateral ministerial dialogue with Minister of Defence,
Indonesia on 19" January, 2018 in New Delhi.

(2)  The 5™ Annual Defence Dialogue (ADD) with Sri Lanka, co-chaired by Defence
Secretary, was held in New Delhi on 9™ -10™ January, 2018.

(3) A delegation led by Defence Secretary visited Kenya from 11" -13™ January, 2018 to
enhance bilateral defence cooperation.

(4) A delegation led by Additional Secretary visited Egypt from 22" -23" January, 2018
to attend the 7" Joint Defence Committee (JDC) meeting between India and Egypt.

(5) A three member delegation led by Joint Secretary (PIC) visited Madagascar from 15"
— 18™ January, 2018 to enhance bilateral defence cooperation.

(6) A delegation led by Joint Secretary (PIC) visited Singapore from 29" — 30" January,
2018 to attend the Fullerton Forum/Shangri-la-Dialogue Sherpa meeting.

(7)  Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force General-led delegation visited India
from 31 January, 2018 to 4™ February, 2018 on a goodwill visit.

(8)  Chief of Royal Australian Navy led delegation visited India from 19" — 20" January,
2018 on a goodwill visit.

Republic Day Parade 2018

(9)  Nation celebrated its 69" Republic Day on 26™ January, 2018 with 10 Heads of
State/Government from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) graced the
Republic Day Parade on the historic Rajpath, the principal promenade of New Delhi. The
presence of 10 Heads of State/Government in our midst to witness the most spectacular show
of our nation, made this Republic Day Parade so special. It clearly signifies our strengthening
relations with the ASEAN and ASEAN nations. Keeping in sync with our ‘Act East Policy’.




(10) Eighteen children, including seven girls were selected for the National Bravery
Award 2017. Three of the bravehearts were awarded posthumously. Prime Minister awarded
these future leaders of the society at a function in New Delhi on 24" January, 2018.

(11) National Cadet Corps (NCC) Republic Day Camp (RDC) 2018 commenced at the
Cariappa Parade Ground, Delhi Cantt on 1* January, 2018. Director General National Cadet
Corps (DGNCC) Lt Gen addressed the cadets and officials on the occasion and called upon
all to derive a deep sense of purpose from each activity in the camp which is unique with no
parallel. In all 2,070 cadets, including 695 girl cadets drawn from all 29 States and 7 Union
Territories of the country, are taking part in this one month long camp. This also includes
102 cadets from Jammu and Kashmir and 162 cadets from North Eastern Region (NER).

(12) On January 27, 2018 Hon’ble Prime Minister on January 27, 2018 interacted with
tableaux artists, tribal guests, NCC Cadets and NSS Volunteers in connection with the
Republic Day celebrations. Prime Minister met the group of NCC Cadets and spoke of the
diversity of India. He said youth of India can bring transformative changes in the nation.
Prime Minister mentioned the importance of cleanliness to fulfil Mahatma Gandhi’s dream
of a Swachh Bharat. He said this Republic Day was special, because leaders of 10 nations
joined us for the celebrations.

(13) The President approved awards of 390 Gallantry and other Defence decorations to
Armed Forces personnel and others on the eve of the 69" Republic Day Celebrations. This
includes Ashok Chakra (01), Kirti Chakra (01), Shaurya Chakras (14), Param Vishist Seva
Medals (29), Uttam Yudh Seva Madals (04), Bar to Ati Vishisht Seva Medals (02), Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal (49), Yudh Seva Medals (10), Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry) (02),
Sena Medals (Gallantry) (86), Nao Sena Medal (Gallantry) (01), Vayu Sena Medals
(Gallantry) (03), Bar to Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty) (02), Sena Medals (Devotion to
Duty) (38), Nao Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty) (13), Vayu Sena Madals (Devotion to
Duty) (14), Bar to Vishisht Seva Medal (01) and Vishisht Seva Medals (121).

(14)  Online quiz competition on gallantry awards was conducted by Ministry of Defence
in coordination with MyGov from 1% — 10" January, 2018. Quiz has been conducted
successfully. There has been more than 87000 entries on the quiz portal. MyGov has

provided a list of top 100 entries under classification of 18 years and above and below 18
years, as on 1** January, 2018.







