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INDUCTION OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES IN INDIAN ARMY 

 
Indian Army has proposed to introduce phased induction of a limited number 

of Electric Vehicles in ‘Peace Stations’ across the country. The aim and objectives 
are to adapt to latest technological advancements, give impetus to green energy and 
reduce dependency on fossil fuels. The Indian Army is inducting the following 
Electric Vehicles at peace stations: 

 

 Light Vehicles (Electric) 

 Buses (Electric) 

 Motor Cycles (Electric) 
 
This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt in a 

written reply to Shri Maddila Gurumoorthy and Shri Kuruva Gorantla Madhav in the 
Lok Sabha today. 
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DEFENCE ECOSYSTEM 

 
The Government has drawn various action plans to strengthen the country’s 

defence ecosystem. Indian industry, both public and private, is encouraged to 
participate in design, development and manufacture of Defence Systems under 
'Make Procedure' prescribed at chapter-III of Defence Acquisition Procedure 2020 
(DAP-2020) wherein provisions to provide financial assistance for prototype 
development are also incorporated.  

 
A Green Channel Policy for procurement of Defence stores and spares has 

been launched for awarding Green Channel status to firms having predefined 
financial and quality credentials. Grant of Green Channel Certificate provides waiver 
of pre-dispatch inspection and acceptance of stores under supplier’s 
guarantee/warranty against the contracts concluded by various Procurement 
Agencies under Ministry of Defence. Two Defence Industrial Corridors (DICs) - Uttar 
Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor (UPDIC) and Tamil Nadu Defence Industrial 
Corridor (TNDIC) - have been set up aimed at attracting investment for defence 
industries, developing the domestic supply chain and strengthening defence 
manufacturing ecosystem in the country.  

 
Defence Testing Infrastructure Scheme has been launched to boost domestic 

defence and aerospace manufacturing with primary aim to set up Greenfield 
Defence Testing Infrastructure as a common test facility for government assistance 
to promote indigenous defence production with special focus on participation of 
MSMEs and start-ups by bridging gaps in defence testing infrastructure in the 
country. 

 
 Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) has been launched to bring start-

ups & MSMEs to innovate, develop technologies and solve problems related to 
defence and aerospace aimed at creation of an ecosystem to foster innovation and 
technology development in Defence and Aerospace, R&D institutes and Academia 
and provide them grants/funding and other support to carry out R&D which has 
potential for future adoption for Indian defence and aerospace needs. DSPUs are 
having tie–ups with various Centres of excellence/Academic Institutes viz IITs, IISc, 
IIMs etc. for various developmental projects. 

 
The DRDO has laid down a procedure by which its developed technologies 

are transferred to industries by entering into Licensing Agreement for Transfer of 
Technology (LAToT). DRDO has evolved a new ToT policy and procedures with zero 
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ToT fee for its industry partners (Development cum Production Partners 
(DcPP)/Development Partner (DP) and zero royalty for supply to Indian Armed 
Forces and Government Departments. Test facilities have now been opened for 
industries in DRDO labs. DRDO has launched Technology Development Fund (TDF) 
which provides financial support to the Indian industries for the design development 
of innovative defence products. In June 2023, DRDO released 75 priority technology 
areas/products/systems to encourage Defence R&D in Industry that DRDO will not 
do. 

 
Youth are connected as start-ups under iDEX scheme in innovation, 

technology development and problem solving related to defence and aerospace. 
Young Engineers are involved through tie-ups of Defence PSUs with the Centres of 
Excellence/ Academic Institutes for various projects that include R&D and 
manufacturing. DRDO has established 15 DRDO Industry Academia-Centres of 
Excellence (DIA-CoEs) at various IITs, IISc, Central and State Universities, of which 
six have been operationalised in 2023. The DPSUs and private sectors are hiring 
trained youths having specialisations for various projects in the defence sector. 

 
This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt in a 

written reply to Shri S Jagathrakshakan in the Lok Sabha today. 
 
ABB/Savvy/Nirmit  
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STRENGTH OF WOMEN IN DEFENCE FORCES 

 
A number of steps taken by the Government & the three Services to 

encourage women to join Armed Forces are given below: 
 

(1) Permanent Commission to Women Officers (WOs) 
 

 Permanent Commission (PC) is being granted to Women Officers in 12 
Arms & Services (in addition to Army Medical Corps, Army Dental Corps 
and Military Nursing Service) where they are commissioned. 

 Women Officers are being appointed onboard warships in afloat billets and 
also as Special Naval Air Operation (NAO) officers in the Indian Navy. 

 The experimental scheme to induct Women Officers in all combat roles, 
initiated by the IAF in 2015 was regularized in the year 2022 into a 
permanent scheme. 

 
(2) Women Cadets in National Defence Academy (NDA) 
   

Armed Forces have opened entry for women candidates in National Defence 
Academy (NDA). The First, Second, Third and Fourth batch of women cadets started 
training in NDA with effect from July 2022, January 2023, July 2023 and January 
2024, respectively. The organisation is ensuring inclusive measures to carry out all 
necessary administrative, training and policy changes to enable the same. 

 
(3) Command Appointments 
 

Women Officers are being considered for Colonel (Select Grade) ranks and 
are being given Command appointments. Certain waivers have also been given to 
rule out any impediment in career progression of those who could not undergo 
mandatory career courses during the transition period. 
 
(4) Entry of women as Agniveers has also commenced in all the three 
Services 

 
This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt in a 

written reply to Shri V K Sreekandan in the Lok Sabha today. 
 
ABB/Savvy/Nirmit  
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HIJACKING OF VESSELS BY PIRATES 

 
Seven incidents of hijacking of vessels on high seas by pirates have been 

reported during the last three years. One hijacking incident of Merchant Vessel – Lila 
Norfolk. 21 crew were present including 15 Indian nationals onboard on January 04-
05, 2024. Further, two hijacking incidents occurred involving Fishing Vessel – IMAN 
(January 28, 2024) & Fishing Vessel - AI Naeemi (January 29, 2024) which did not 
have any Indian crew onboard. 

 
Indian Navy has been proactively engaging with the regional and extra-

regional navies/ maritime forces, to promote maritime security. Since 2008, Indian 
Navy has deployed units in Gulf of Aden and East Coast of Africa towards antipiracy 
patrols. A total of 3,440 ships and over 25,000 seafarers have been safely escorted. 
For restoring maritime security in the region, enhanced presence of ships, aerial 
surveillance by maritime patrol aircraft / remotely piloted aircraft in the Central 
Arabian Sea and Off East of Coast of Somalia is being undertaken by Indian Navy. 
Information is also exchanged with national and international maritime security 
agencies for early response in a coordinated manner, effective liaison & coordination 
with DG (Shipping) for inputs on Indian crew onboard Merchant vessels plying in 
Arabian Sea and Gulf of Aden / adjoining region. In addition, interrogation of fishing 
vessels/ dhows operating in the region is also being undertaken by Indian Navy for 
maintaining maritime security in the region. 

 
Indian Navy has enhanced presence of ships, aerial surveillance by maritime 

patrol aircraft/remotely piloted aircraft in the central Arabian Sea and Off East of 
Coast of Somalia towards restoring maritime security in the region. Nil piracy 
incidents have been reported in Palk Strait. 

 
This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt in a 

written reply to Shri A Ganeshamurthi in the Lok Sabha today. 
 
ABB/Savvy/Nirmit  
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MARITIME SECURITY 

 
Indian Navy units are regularly deployed on Mission Based Deployments in 

our areas of interest in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) to enhance maritime security. 
Further, Indian Navy units undertake surveillance to enhance Maritime Domain 
Awareness and address contingencies that may arise. Since 2008, Indian Navy has 
deployed units in Gulf of Aden and East coast of Africa towards antipiracy patrols. A 
total of 3,440 ships and over 25,000 seafarers have been safely escorted. 

 
Indian Navy has been proactively engaging with regional and extra-regional 

navies/maritime forces, to promote maritime security in the IOR. Bilateral/multilateral 
maritime exercises, Joint Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) surveillance, Coordinated 
Patrols (CORPATs) with Friendly Foreign Countries are being undertaken by Indian 
Navy to enhance maritime security and countering non-traditional threats in an 
inclusive and cooperative manner. Further, towards strengthening regional maritime 
security, Government of India has established Information Fusion Centre-Indian 
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) which has linkages with 25 partner nations and over 40 
international multinational organisations for real-time information exchange towards 
enhancing maritime security. Moreover, due to the ongoing maritime security 
situation in the region, Indian Navy units are being deployed off Djibouti/ Gulf of 
Aden, in the North/ Central Arabian Sea/ off East Coast of Somalia for protection of 
Merchant Vessels/rendering assistance, if required. In addition, information 
exchange/intelligence sharing is also being undertaken with Friendly Foreign 
Countries to identify the source/reason/players involved in the attacks/incidents. 

 
This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt in a 

written reply to Shri Kunwar Pushpendra Singh Chandel in the Lok Sabha today. 
 
ABB/Savvy/Nirmit 
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